YOUR ADDRESS
CITY, ST, 9-DIGIT ZIP


DATE

The Honorable Cliff Stearns
US House of Representatives

2370 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC  20515

 

Dear Representative Stearns,

 

Thank you for your continued service in the US Congress.  I remain a registered voter in your District.

 

I am writing in regard to my extreme displeasure with U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Peters.  I am dismayed that she feels comfortable going on record that she is usurping federal law intent to prevent the federal government from interfering in State Rights issues specifically in regard to mandatory helmet laws for motorcyclists.  Her February 14, 2008 press release as well as related information she distributed on November 2, 2007 clearly violates the intent of Section 30105, Restriction on lobbying activities.  She is using information prepared by NHTSA in violation of this.  
 
I am of the opinion I would like to see her removed from duties.  She certainly should be taken to task.  If this law is too vague to prohibit her from whatever she is doing, please amend it and close the loophole and remove her ability to interfere in states rights issues.
 

We have received advanced word in Florida to expect improvements in our fatality reports, yet with the propaganda released in November, NHTSA uses their own math to also incorrectly guess how many lives would have been save if the person killed has been wearing a motorcycle helmet.  

 

One of the most offensive and hard to digest concepts she is introducing as legislation involves encouraging diverting federal funds specifically for motorcycle safety in regard to education for use in promoting motorcycle helmet use.   We know rider awareness and rider training can proactively help save lives.  As the people who are dying in these accidents, we prefer to not get in them to begin with.  We know we are going to be hurt and killed in crashes.  Helmets are effective band aids for a limited few fatalities.

 

Someone died this past weekend in Ocala on a motorcycle because someone turned left in front of them.  This motorcyclist did not die because they were not wearing a helmet, they died because someone turned left in front of them.  Since they did not mention the rider was not wearing a helmet, I suppose we can assume this was another of the numerous helmeted riders who are being slain on Florida highways every day.

 

Mandatory helmet laws will have little effect on the fatality rates of motorcycle accident victims. In Florida the fatality per 10,000 registrations ratios was sometimes higher in the years before Florida allowed adults the freedom to choose when to wear a helmet. Since the 2000 change in Florida’s motorcycle law, the ratios of fatalities per accidents and incapacitating injuries per accidents are sometimes lower for those without a helmet than those who wore one.

 

Below is a copy of the law I am referring to:

 

From the U.S. Code Online via GPO Access

[wais.access.gpo.gov]

[Laws in effect as of January 3, 2005]

[Document not affected by Public Laws enacted between

  January 3, 2005 and February 7, 2007]

[CITE: 49USC30105]

TITLE 49--TRANSPORTATION

SUBTITLE VI--MOTOR VEHICLE AND DRIVER PROGRAMS

PART A--GENERAL

CHAPTER 301--MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY

SUBCHAPTER I--GENERAL

Sec. 30105. Restriction on lobbying activities
    (a) In General.--No funds appropriated to the Secretary for the 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration shall be available for 

any activity specifically designed to urge a State or local legislator 

to favor or oppose the adoption of any specific legislative proposal 

pending before any State or local legislative body.

 

I very much appreciate your consideration on this matter.  Do please contact me if you find yourself in need about information regarding motorcycles and the people who ride them.  Thank you again for your service in the U.S. House.

 

Sincerely,



Jeffery E. Baxla 

